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Unique selling points:
• Publication coincides with the 70th 

anniversary of the end of WWII

• A book that we should all read, 
lest we forget

• Geoff Gill and Meg Parkes are 
highly respected academics 
from Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine, and for both, their work 
with this inspirational group of 
veterans has been a life-changing 
experience.

• This excellent book presents good 
research in a deeply human and 
readable way, ensuring that it will 
have huge appeal for the scholar 
and the general reader alike.
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Captive Memories is about Far East 

captivity during WWII. Based on an oral 

history study, conducted by the Liverpool 

School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM, 

the oldest such institution in the world), 

it charts the memories and long-term 

perspective of 66 British former Far East 

prisoner of war veterans. Recorded when 

the veterans were in their late 80s and 90s, 

and representing all services, ranks and 

areas of captivity, many have shed light 

on the ingenuity and inventiveness which 

helped them to survive. The study also 

included interviews by wives and widows.

At the core of Captive Memories lies a 

unique, six decade long medical collabo-

ration, between British Far East POW 

veterans and the clinicians and scientists 

at LSTM. Research carried out resulted 

in medical knowledge which has helped 

to plan the care and treatment of today’s 

servicemen and women returning from 

tropical regions. Captive Memories also 

contains a summary of a detailed Far East 

POW psychiatric study, published here for 

the � rst time.

These veterans, some speaking out for 

the � rst time, vividly describe experiences 

both during captivity and the post-war 

aftermath. Captive Memories combines 

these personal perspectives with rigorous 

research into what is still a little-known 

aspect of Second World War history. 

WHAT WOULD BE GOOD HERE 

INSTEAD OF THIS IS PERHAPS 

YOUR ACADEMIC SPIN ON THE 

BOOK, AND MAYBE A POTTED 

BIOG OF THE LSTM?
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Conditions for Far East POWs were truly 

hellish. Appalling diseases were rife, the 

stench indescribable. Food and equipment 

were minimal or non existent. Men died 

daily, many in agony from which there 

was no relief. And yet, in the midst of 

such horrors, the human spirit steadfastly 

refused to be broken. Captives helped 

each other, intense bonds were formed, sel� ess 

sacri� ces made. Tools and medical equipment were fashioned from whatever could 

be found, anything that could make life more bearable. Resilience, resourcefulness, 

pride and camaraderie, these were the keys to survival.

Freedom, for those who made it, meant many things: home, family, comfort, of course; 

but also adjustment, loss of friendships, and a dif� cult road to recovery that for some 

was lifelong. Most refused to talk about their experiences, coping alone with the post 

traumatic stress and chronic health problems.

It was these ongoing physical after effects of captivity that brought a group of men 

into contact with Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. Beginning in 1947 and lasting 

right up to the present day, LSTM’s involvement with the health (and latterly the history) 

of these veterans, represents the longest collaborative partnership ever undertaken 

by the School. Out of this unique and enduring relationship came knowledge which 

has improved the diagnosis and treatment of some tropical infections, together with a 

greater understanding of the long-term psychological effects of Far East captivity. Using 

eyewitness accounts and the personal perspectives of this group of now elderly POWs 

as the backdrop, Captive Memories charts this fascinating history

Meg Parkes and Geoff Gill are highly respected academics from Liverpool School of 

Tropical Medicine, and for both, their work with this inspirational group of veterans 

has been a life-changing experience. This excellent book presents good research in a 

deeply human and readable way, ensuring that it will have huge appeal for the scholar 

and the general reader alike. 

Geoff Gill, MA, MSc, MD, PhD, FRCP, 

DTM&H, is Emeritus Professor of 

International Medicine, Liverpool School of 

Tropical Medicine
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a unique perspective drawn together in a way that 

few studies have achieved before

Dr Rob Havers, CEO, George C. Marshall Foundation.
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Meg Parkes, MPhil, is Honorary Research 

Fellow, Liverpool School of Tropical 

Medicine
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Conditions for Far East Prisoners 
of War were truly hellish. Appalling diseases were rife, 
the stench indescribable. Food and equipment were 
minimal or non existent. Men died daily, many in agony 
from which there was no relief. And yet, in the midst 
of such horrors, the human spirit steadfastly refused 
to be broken. Captives helped each other, intense 
bonds were formed, sel� ess sacri� ces made. Tools 
and medical equipment were fashioned from whatever 
could be found, anything that could make life more 
bearable. Resilience, resourcefulness, pride and 
camaraderie; these were the keys to survival.

Freedom, for those who made it, meant many 
things: home, family, comfort, of course; but also 
adjustment, loss of friendships, and a dif� cult road to 

recovery that for some would be lifelong. Most refused to talk about their 
experiences, coping alone with the post traumatic stress and chronic health problems. It was 
these ongoing physical after effects of captivity that brought a group of men into contact with 
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. Beginning in 1946 and lasting right up to the present 
day, LSTM’s involvement with the health (and latterly the history) of these veterans, represents 
the longest collaborative partnership ever undertaken by the School. Out of this unique and 
enduring relationship came knowledge which has improved the diagnosis and treatment of 
some tropical infections, together with a greater understanding of the long-term psychological 
effects of Far East captivity. Using eyewitness accounts and the personal perspectives of this 
group of now elderly POWs as the backdrop, Captive Memories charts this fascinating history.
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